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Getting children reading




The Reception Year!

Your child is

learning to read!

Sharing stories

together

Sharing Stories at Home


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
During Reception, your child will begin learning to read through phonics and daily reading practice at school. The support you provide at home can make a real difference to their progress and confidence. Reading the books sent home by your school and practising phonics are important ways to help your child learn to read.

But today we're talking about something different... sharing stories together.

Sharing stories is not the same as practising phonics or listening to your child read. It's about looking at books, talking about pictures, listening to stories and enjoying time together, which all help your child. Both matter. Children need support to learn to read, and they need opportunities to enjoy stories with you.


What's your favourite story
to share with your child?

chatting about
memories or telling or something

funny stories else

Sharing Stories at Home


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Purpose: facilitate open sharing between school and home, providing an opportunity for teachers to learn more about children’s interests and preferences. Start the session in a low-stakes way which doesn’t assume anything about their current home reading practice or literacy levels.

What’s your favourite story to share with your child? It could be…
[CLICK] a film
[CLICK] a book
[CLICK] a TV show
[CLICK] chatting about memories or telling funny stories
[CLICK] or something else

Discussion: provide time for parents and carers to discuss in partners or small groups. Make a mental note of any characters, themes or interests children have. This will support your understanding of your children’s interests and can support future choices of book purchases for your school.




Sharing stories is a special time to...

plus it’s brilliant for your child’s learning!

Sharing Stories at Home


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Purpose: profile the immediate benefits of shared reading (present bias)

Today we’re going to chat about sharing books at home, because we know it can be a special time to...
[CLICK] get cosy together
[CLICK] have a chat, maybe about something the book reminds you of
[CLICK] laugh together
[CLICK] be calm, maybe before bedtime
[CLICK] we also know it’s brilliant for your child’s learning


But it’s not always easy...

They get distracted Finding Not feeling
or feel tired books confident

There's no wrong way to share stories with your child

Sharing Stories at Home


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Purpose: Normalise the challenges families face, meet families where they are in a non-judgemental way, introduce the framing of the session

But, as we all know, it’s not always easy
[CLICK] Family life is busy and finding the time for sharing stories can be tricky. Your routines might have changed since your child started school and you might already be supporting your child with phonics and learning to read at home.
[CLICK] Children sometimes get distracted or find it tricky to concentrate. They might be feeling tired after a long day at school.
[CLICK] We might not always have the books our child might be interested in at our fingertips
[CLICK] We might not feel confident sharing stories
[CLICK] The good news is, there’s no wrong way to share stories with your child! Those opportunities for special cosy time together with a book add up and make a big difference.


Finding the time

P Click to play video
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Or, try watching

Sharing Stories at Home


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Purpose: normalise the challenge of lack of time, showcase a range of ideas of how different families find the time for shared reading. 

We all know there’s never enough time in the day, but finding the time for cosy reading together matters. Let’s hear how some families manage to find the time.

https://vimeo.com/1223649342/928d907d47?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_HuypLfmv2Q&t=1s

Finding the time

Think about where reading together fits
into your family routines.

It might be:

At bedtime At the park

There's no wrong
time to share stories

When you get home from school

with your child!

On the bus Another time

Sharing Stories at Home



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Purpose: Recap the ideas shared during the video. Emphasise the importance of families finding a regular time that works for them and their routines. 

Think about where reading together fits into your family routines. Your routines might have changed as your child starts school, so it’s important to find a time that works for you. As we heard on the video, it might be:
[CLICK] at bedtime
[CLICK] when you get home from school
[CLICK] on the bus
[CLICK] or another time
[CLICK] There is no wrong time to share stories with your child. Find a time that works for you and your family routines. Read anytime, anywhere!

You might like to dip in and out of books with your child. This can sometimes feel more natural.

Your child might also enjoy hearing stories from other people too, maybe their siblings or grandparents. 

You might already have been spending time with your child reading their phonics book from school, which is great. This practice helps them get better at their own reading. Sharing stories with them, alongside this, will help develop their language, reading skills and love of books! Remember to read for fun alongside supporting your child to learn to read.


Follow their lead

P Click to play video

Or, try watching
Sharing Stories at Home



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Purpose: normalise the challenge of children getting distracted, showcase ideas of how to support engagement.  

It’s natural that children sometimes get distracted or become interested in something else while we’re sharing stories with them. They might be feeling tired after a long day at school.

Sharing stories isn't about sitting still or getting to the end of the story every time. It's about enjoying time together, talking and exploring stories. You can keep reading fun and engaging (for you and for them!) by following your child’s lead. Let’s have a look at a short clip of parents reading with their child.

https://vimeo.com/1223649344/4a56223f1c?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fb-cpJlEH58&time_continue=0&source_ve_path=MjM4NTE&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fhubblecontent.svc.cloud.microsoft%2F

Follow their lead

We can keep reading together fun and engaging by:

Following their interests and talking about the things
that catch their attention.

Using the pictures to Making connections to your Keep reading fun by

spark conversation. child's own experiences. following your child’s

lead

Bringing the story to life with funny Letting them
voices, actions and expressions. lead the way.

Sharing Stories at Home



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Purpose: Recap the ideas shared during the video. Reassure parents that shared reading doesn’t have to be a pure reading of the text every time.

We can keep reading together fun and engaging by:
[CLICK] Following their interests and talking about the things that catch their attention.
[CLICK] Using the pictures to spark conversation.
[CLICK] Making connections to their experiences for example, "Remember when we went to the park like that?" or "That looks a bit like your teddy”
[CLICK] Bringing the story to life with funny voices and actions and expression.
[CLICK] Letting them lead the way, you could say “You pick the book today!” or “You can turn the page when you’re ready”
[CLICK] Keep reading fun by following your child’s lead. You could say, “You pick the book today!” or “You can turn the page when you’re ready.”


Finding books they will love

Or, try watching

Sharing Stories at Home


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Purpose: Showcase ideas to support access to books.

Finding books your child might enjoy can sometimes be tricky. Let’s hear how these families get their hands on great books.

https://vimeo.com/1223649341/76fb4aafd1?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2WJPtzRQTE&time_continue=0&source_ve_path=MjM4NTE&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fhubblecontent.svc.cloud.microsoft%2F

Finding books they will love

Borrowing books from our school Borrowing books from our local library

Sharing Stories at Home


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Purpose: Recap the ideas shared during the video and share relevant information to support book access.


Finding books they will love

Scan the QR Code

to visit the links
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Try BookTrust’s Booklists: Booklists: Booklists:
Bookfinder Books to read-aloud Starting School Reading for reception:
for ideas! to ages 4 and 5 Autumn term

Sharing Stories at Home


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Purpose: Share age-appropriate book recommendations

There’s also lots of support out there to help you find great books your child might enjoy. Visit BookTrust’s website for more ideas. There are links for this in the parent leaflet. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/booklists/books-to-read-aloud-to-ages-4-and-5/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/booklists/books-to-read-aloud-to-ages-4-and-5/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/booklists/books-to-read-aloud-to-ages-4-and-5/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/booklists/books-to-read-aloud-to-ages-4-and-5/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/booklists/books-to-read-aloud-to-ages-4-and-5/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/booklists/starting-school-booklist/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/booklists/starting-school-booklist/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/booklists/suggested-reading-for-reception-autumn-term/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/booklists/suggested-reading-for-reception-autumn-term/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/booklists/suggested-reading-for-reception-autumn-term/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/bookfinder/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/bookfinder/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/bookfinder/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/bookfinder/

Enjoying sharing stories

P Click to play video

Or, try watching

Sharing Stories at Home


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Purpose: normalise the challenge of not feeling confident with reading

We’re not all storytelling experts and that’s ok! There’s no wrong way to share stories with your child. Let’s see how these parents do it.

https://vimeo.com/1223649343/e202e59a7b
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvzoyuOqchs&time_continue=1&source_ve_path=NzY3NTg&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fhubblecontent.svc.cloud.microsoft%2F

Enjoying sharing stories

When sharing stories, you might want to:

Chat about things the book
reminds you of There's no wrong

Chat about what you can

see in the pictures

Read in your home
language

way to share stories



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Purpose: Recap the ideas shared during the video. Reassure parents that there’s no wrong way to share stories with their child

[CLICK] As we saw in the video, when sharing stories, you might want to:
[CLICK] Chat about what you can see in the pictures
[CLICK] Chat about things the book reminds you of
[CLICK] Read in your home language
[CLICK] Have fun!
[CLICK] Remember, there’s no wrong way to share stories with your child
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Remember to read for fun There's no wrong time to share Keep reading fun Your school and local library are
alongside supporting your stories with your child. by following your excellent places to discover and
child to learn to read. Read anytime, anywhere. child’s lead. borrow books.

x*
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Not sure what to read next? BookTrust Don't forget to There's no wrong way to
provides brilliant recommendations. have fun! share stories with your child.

Sharing Stories at Home


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[CLICK] Remember to read for fun alongside supporting your child to learn to read.
[CLICK] There’s no wrong time to share stories with your child. Read anytime, anywhere. You might want to dip in and out of books.
[CLICK] Keep reading fun by following your child’s lead
[CLICK] Your school and local library are excellent places to discover and borrow books
[CLICK] Not sure what to read next? BookTrust provides brilliant recommendations
[CLICK] Don’t forget to have fun! Do silly voices, chat about the pictures, read in your home language. Make it fun and enjoyable for you and your child.
[CLICK] There’s no wrong way to share stories with your child



Let's have a go...
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Getting children reading

Sharing Stories at Home


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We're now going to invite your children to join us. They will get to choose a book that interests them. You don't need to read every word. Follow your child's interests, chat about the pictures, wonder about what might happen next, and enjoy spending time together.
Most importantly, enjoy the story and enjoy the time together.
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