Look at the poem:

Read the poem aloud. You might do this yourself,
with a friend or someone else could read it to you:

The Dragging Dragon

There was a dragon He dragged it through wildflower fields He curled it up,

with a very long where the pollen speckled it bright his wonderful tail

very bothersome tail as it dragged-on behind him. the dragon curled it up

and it dragged-on behind him. He dragged it between the cities’ shops around him,
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and it dragged-on behind him. There was a dragon

He dragged it over mountains with a very long,

where the moss-rocks turned it green. very wonderful tail

as it dragged on behind him. that he would curl all around him.

He dragged it through the forests A tail soft with the mountain’s moss,

where leaves caught in his tail’s scales a tail sheaved with the forest’s leaves,

as it dragged-on behind him. a tail that had thrust through a flower’s dust,

a tail that had shopped a city’s shops,
and the dragon curled it up around him.




Think about the poem:

Consider the poem
you just heard or read.
What do you find out
about the dragon from
the poem? How do you
feel about him? Why
do you think this is?

Re-read the poem again.
Which words, phrases or ideas
stay in your mind after reading?
Why do you think this is? If you
were going to create an illustration
for this poem, what might you draw
and why? Take a piece of paper
and some drawing equipment and
have a go atillustrating it. What
words or ideas in the poem
do you think influenced
your illustration?

Perform the poem:

e Consider how to bring out

the changing feeling about

the tail in a performance of the
poem. How will you contrast the final
verses, where the tail switches from being
cumbersome to being an asset? How can
you use your voice in different ways to convey
the emotion in the words? Will some parts
be louder or quieter, faster or slower, higher or
lower? How will you make sure any actions you
may include add to the performance, and the
listener’'s understanding of the situation and
the emotions associated with it, rather

than detract from it?

Rehearse your performance a few times until

you are happy with it, then perform it to someone

else. What were they left thinking and feeling at the
end of the poem? Was this different from how they
felt in the rest of the poem?




Write your own!

Think about how to write your own poem about a fantasy character.
It might be a unicorn, like Joseph wrote about in this week’s video, a
dragon, as in this poem or another creature entirely, like a troll, fairy,
goblin, mermaid, werewolf or phoenix.

Find some pictures of the mythical creature you’ve chosen to look
at — as these creatures are mythical, these are likely to be models,
costumes or illustrations. You could draw a picture of the creature
yourself. Around your drawing, think about adjectives to describe
its appearance and verbs to describe how it moves or what it does.

Start to use these words to write a poem that describes your
fantasy creature to someone else. You could think about whether
your creature might have a particular feature it sees as a problem,
like the dragon’s dragging tail, and whether this might eventually
become an asset.

Put your ideas together in a draft of a poem and read it to yourself.
Think about whether you need to add or change anything before
writing it out in your best handwriting or typing it up for someone
else to read. You could present it alongside your illustration. Did the
poem give your reader a clear picture of your character? What did
they learn about your creature from the words you chose and used?
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