Read the poem:

Read the poem aloud. You could read this to yourself,
with a friend or have someone else read it to you.

Hide The Jelly

Press the button, swipe the screen.
Ring the bell, drop the bean.

Hide the jelly on the train.

Take a flight on a plane.

From Blow a Kiss, Catch a Kiss
by Joseph Coelho
(Andersen Press, 2022)

Think about
the poem:

Look at the language: ' C/‘m\j

e Read the poem again, and this time, using two

different coloured pens, circle or highlight the pairs

of words that rhyme. What do you notice about the
ways these words are spelt? Although they sound the
same, they are spelt differently. Look carefully at where
the differences in spelling between the two words are.

Look back at the words you identified. You'll see that the
first and second lines rhyme, as do the third and fourth
lines. This is known as an AABB rhyme pattern.

On a piece of paper, see how many other words you can
think of that rhyme with, first of all screen and bean then
train and plane. Look carefully at the words on your list.
Are all the words spelt the same or are they spelt differently?
You may need to check your spelling using a dictionary.

Try playing with the lines in the original poem, to build
in some of the rhyming words on your own list, e.g.

Press the button, bash the tambourine.
Ring the bell, jump in between.

Hide the jelly down the drain.
Turn around and start again.



Perform the poem:

This is a short poem, and the rhyme
also helps you to learn the lines easily.
Take some time to learn the words so
that you can perform it off by heart.

The rhyme gives the poem a steady pulse. Tap your
feet along to the rhythm and see if this helps you
to learn the poem and feel the rhythm of the words.

Now think about how you will perform it. Now you’ve
explored how the rhyme adds rhythm to the words,
how might you use this in your performance? The
poem plays with words, which makes it amusing and
fun for the listener. How could you bring the fun element
of the poem out in the way you express yourself using
your facial expression and voice as you read?
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Write your own!

Explore and play with other rhyming words to create
verses of your own. They might be a bit nonsensical,
like this one, or they might be about something
specific, like a favourite food, hobby or animal.

Work with pairs of lines that rhyme at a time, then
put four lines together to create the AABB rhyme
pattern you saw in the original verse.

Don't forget, rhyming words aren’t always spelt

in the same way, so check your spellings carefully,
using a dictionary if you need to. You could also use
a rhyming dictionary if you are stuck when trying
to think of words that rhyme.

If you're inspired by the first verse, you could also go on
to write a second or even third verse too! Or, you might
want to write lots of different single verse poems.

Try performing your own verses out loud when you've
written them to check they have the same rhythm and flow
of the original poem, as you explored when you performed
it. You could tap your feet along to the natural beat of the
words if this helps. If it doesn’t flow, think about how you
could change the lines to improve the rhythm.
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