Read the poem:

Read the poem aloud. You might do this yourself,

with a friend or someone else could read it to you:

Caught

Our guilty knees shake.
Footsteps down the corridor.
"But it wasn’t me."

From Overheard in a Tower Block by Joseph Coelho
(Otter-Barry Books, 2017)

Think about the poem:

Think about the
one-word title of this
poem. What image or

thoughts does this place
in your mind? What does it
make you think about the
characters involved? What
do you think they were
‘caught’ doing? Who do
you think ‘caught’ them?

Think about the poem from
your own perspective. Have you
ever been caught doing something
you shouldn’t have been? Or have
you ever caught someone doing
something they shouldn’t have?
What happened? How did it feel?
How did you resolve it?




Perform the poem:

e Think about how you might bring this
moment and the story behind it to life
in a performance of the poem. What is
the overall mood of the poem? How can
you create this for your audience?

¢ Try out different ways of using your voice to read
the poem. Make sure you keep your words clear as
you perform, so your audience can understand them.
How can you use your voice in different ways to bring
out the meaning of the words and the mood of the poem?
Will some parts be louder or quieter, faster or slower,
higher or lower? How will you make sure any actions
you may decide to include add to the performance,
not detract from it?

e Rehearse your performance a few times until you are

happy with it, then perform it to someone else. What did
they think was most successful about your performance?
Do they have any suggestions of how to improve it?
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Write your own!

Think about how you might be able to use words to report on an event
you've experienced in real life. It might be an event that was surprising,
joyful, celebratory, or full of guilt and intrigue like the one in Joseph
Coelho’s poem above. If you're struggling to think of an ideq, you could
take a story from the printed or TV news as your inspiration.

Picture this event in your imagination. You may even want to draw it to
take you inside the moment. Consider what was happening, how anyone
involved was feeling and what made them feel this way.

Think about how the title of the original poem worked similarly to a news
headline to capture our interest and intrigue as readers. We immediately
want to know who or what was caught, what they were caught doing and
who caught them. Can you think of a one-word title that does the same
thing linked to the event you want to write about?

The beauty of the original poem is that it makes us do lots of the thinking
about what might have happened. It uses very few words to paint a picture
of the event, making us think or feel a certain way about it. What words
or phrases might you choose to use about the event you experienced?
How will you show how the people involved are feeling? Will anyone say
anything? What will they say?

First, jot down all your initial ideas, then look at how to work these up
into lines. You might want to explore whether you want to make your
poem as short as the original poem or if you will expand and give
more detail.

When you have a draft of your poem, read it aloud to check it flows
and makes sense, then type it up or write it out in your best
handwriting to share with others.

You might also want to perform it to see what it makes
an audience think or feel as they hear the words.
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