Look at the poem: Think about the poem:

Read the poem aloud. You might do this yourself,
with a friend or someone else could read it to you:

She Comes in Alone

Fingers Now
singly typing, she sits
playing online. in her corner,
Alone. thinking reading and listening.
Before' Alone. Think about the words
She'd cascade in here that are used to start the

. . On her PhOﬂe. second and third verses:
with a swarm Of frleﬂds, ‘before’ and ‘now’. What do

. you think this character might

crowding around the computers, Alone. e bon ke befores What
arguing over the boxsetS. makes you think this? How

From The Girl Who Became a Tree by Joseph Coelho do you think it compares

diSC“SSiﬂg the latest series. (Otter-Barry Books, 2020) with how she is ‘now’?




Perform the poem:

¢ Read the poem once more. How
will you share what this character
is like in a performance? How can you
show the shift in feeling from how she is
described ‘before’ to how she is described ‘now’?
Will some parts be louder or quieter, faster or
slower, higher or lower? How will you use actions or
facial expression? How will you make sure any actions
you choose to incorporate add to the performance,
rather than detract from it?

¢ Rehearse your performance a few times until you
are happy with it, then perform it to someone else.
What sense of the character do they get from your
performance? What did they think was most effective?




Write your own!

This poem describes the change in a character from what they were like
‘before’ to what they are like ‘now’. Use experiences from your own life

or other things you have seen, in books, films or in other people, to come
up with ideas for a poem of your own to describe a change in someone.

First, think of a word to describe how your character will be now, and
then how this compares to how they were before. Perhaps they change
from being shy to confident, boisterous to well-behaved or vice-versa.

Then think of ways to describe what they are like or what they do now,
and how this compares to what they were like or did before. Think about
what Joseph Coelho did in the original poem that was effective in building
a picture of the character. You may want to repeat a key word to reinforce
a character trait. You may want to build a verse which adds one word to
each line to build a picture of them. You might think about how to break
up the lines and verses and how to place the words on the page.

When you have something written down, read it aloud to hear how it flows
off the page. Does it paint a clear picture of your character? Can you feel
the change in them?

Make any changes you need to, then write or type up your finished poem.
Give it to someone else to read. You may even wish to perform it to them.

BookTrust (ot

Getting children reading w


https://clpe.org.uk
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/childrens-laureate/

