Read the poem:

Read the poem aloud. You might do this yourself,
with a friend or someone else could read it to you:

Something Wondrous

Peer from your window in the deep of night, Look-out from your window of midnight snow

watch as the moon is tickled by the stars. watch as their gold eyes stare back.

Take a deep breath and hold it tight, Gasp as their curiosity grows,

fantastic creatures roam near and far. have no fear, they won't attack.

A unicorn nibbles the gold leaf tree, These creatures have seen something wondrous too -
Hobgoblins fist-fight in every flower. these creatures are awed by the sight of you.

Mermaids flop from a luminescing sea
Earth-giants show-of f their hidden power.

From Poems Aloud by Joseph Coelho
(Wide Eyed Editions, 2020)




Think about the poem:

Think about the poem
you just read or heard.
How did it make you
feel? How could you
describe the mood
of the poem?

Perform the poem:

e Consider how to create the sense
of the moment being described
and the feelings it creates in a
performance, as you move through each
verse. Think about the things being described
in this fantastical world and the feelings you
want to communicate and how you might use
your voice to do this. How can you use your voice
in different ways to describe the fantastical
creatures and the mood of the poem? Will some
parts be louder or quieter, faster or slower, higher
or lower?

Think about whether you might incorporate any
facial expressions or actions to accompany your
performance. How will you make sure these add
to the performance, not detract from it? Rehearse
this a few times then perform it for someone else
to listen to.



Write your own!

Think about your own fantasy world. Maybe it’s a place like this, where strange and
wondrous creatures live. Perhaps it's a world that is in itself fantastical — a world
made of chocolate or sweets, a land where dinosaurs still roam. Use your imagination
to create any kind of world you want. Try and picture a scene from your world clearly
in your mind. You could even draw it. This will help you picture the scene really carefully
and think about language that describes your world. You could write this down around
your drawing.

Now, try to describe your fantasy world in a poem for someone else to read about. Think
about how Joseph Coelho drew you into his world of wonderful creatures at the beginning
of his poem by inviting you to ‘Peer from your window'. Perhaps you might choose to do
this at the start of your poem, before you start describing your world and what lives in it.

Think about all the imagery Joseph used in his poem, and how you might describe what
things look like, sound like or feel like in your world, and how it feels to be there. Keep
looking back at your drawing or imagining your world in your mind to help you describe
it really well to someone else.

The original poem rhymed. Consider if you want your poem to rhyme too. You could follow
the same ABAB pattern. If you're finding it difficult to come up with rhyming words, you
could try using a rhyming dictionary, such as: https://www.rhymezone.com/ or you
could choose not to make your poem rhyme, and write it as free verse.
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