Read the poem:

Read the poem aloud. You could read this to yourself,
with a friend or have someone else read it to you:

Timmy Tell-Tale

Timmy Tell-Tale

would tip tap on teacher

with the tip of two fingers

and tell terrific tales

of Tara and Tia talking

when teacher was teaching

or Taylor and Todd typing
when teacher told them not to.

Timmy Tell-Tale

would thunder "I'm telling"
when Tina tickled Travis

and tell teacher he would
with the tip tap of two fingers
and a terrible tale of...

“Teacher 1 told them not to tickle
throughout all your teaching
and [ told them I'm telling.”

Timmy Tell-Tale

told so many tales

of talkers and ticklers

and tiptoeing tricksters
that teacher got so tired

of Timmy's tall tales

that when Timmy told them...

Teacher told Timmy a tale
of Timmy in TROUBLE!

From Werewolf Club Rules by Joseph Coelho

(Frances Lincoln, 2014)

Think about the poem:

Think about Timmy’s
actions in the poem. How
do his actions affect others
in the class, including his
teacher? Why does telling
tales end up getting
him into trouble?




Perform the poem:

Write your own!

* Think about how you can use words which begin with the
same letter of the alphabet to write your own alliterative
poem. Perhaps you want to create a character with an
alliterative name, like ‘Timmy Tell-Tale’. Maybe you want
to set your poem in an alliterative place like the Wild and
Windy Woods.

e When you’ve decided on a focus for your poem, think of as
many words as you can which start with your focus letter,
which you might be able to incorporate into your poem. You
might find a dictionary helpful as you collect words. Remember,
alliteration is about the sound of the initial letter repeating

Think about how you might
perform the poem to bring

this story to life for an audience.
How could you show the character of
Timmy, and how his actions affect others
in your performance? How can you use your
voice in different ways? Will some parts be

louder or quieter, faster or slower, higher or

lower? How will you make sure any actions add
to the meaning, rather than detracting from it?

Rehearse your performance a few times until you

are happy with it, then perform it to someone else. throughout the poem, not just the letter itself, so ensure you are
What did they think or feel about Timmy from choosing words where the letter makes the same initial sound.
your performance? What did they think you did .

Look at how these words might help you to build a story of the
person or place you are describing. How can you give a sense
of what the character is like, or what it’s like to be in the place?

that was most effective?

e As you write, pick words that help to build a picture, don't just
choose words that begin with the right letter. The poem has
to make sense. Keep looking back to Joseph Coelho’s original
poem for ideas.

e When you have finished, read your poem out loud to see if you
can hear the repeated sounds at the start of words. O
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