Read the poem:

Read the poem aloud. You could read this to yourself,

with a friend or have someone else read it to you.

lam a writer
1 am the clash and collide of the stars
because | create worlds.

1 am the awareness of the trees
because | hear the wind.

1 am the sweat of a rainbow
because 1 refract all colours.

1 am the blood in a pen
because link arteries.

1am the blade in a sharpener
because | make nibs vanish.

1am the edge of a rubber,
rounded, worn and softened by mistakes.

1 am the conversation of notes,
discussing melodies.

1 am the holes in a flute,
knower of unknown tunes.

1 am the skin of a drum.
Every hit, beat and bang
bouncing of f me,

forming music from nothing.

From Werewolf Club Rules by Joseph Coelho

(Frances Lincoln, 2014)
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Think about the poem:

The poem refers to lots
of imagery around nature,
writing and music. Why do

you think Joseph Coelho
has chosen to focus on
these things? How do you
think they might relate
to writing poetry?




Perform the poem:

The poem is written from a first-person
perspective, which means the narrator,
or the 'l in the poem, is directly telling you
about them. Think back to what you think you know
about the narrator from your reading of the poem.
What does each verse allow you to infer about them?
How might this affect the way you perform each verse?

Try out different ways of using your voice to read the
poem. Make sure you keep your words clear as you
perform, so your audience can understand them. How
can you use your voice in different ways to bring out
the meaning of the words and the character of the
narrator? Will some parts be louder or quieter, faster
or slower, higher or lower? How will you make sure
any actions you may decide to include add to the
performance, not detract from it?

Rehearse your performance a few times until you are
happy with it, then perform it to someone else. What
is their impression of the narrator of the poem from
your performance?
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Write your own!

o After stepping into the shoes of the narrator and their

characteristics, now take time to think about yourself.
What words would you immediately use to describe
yourself? Write these down in a notebook or on a
sheet of paper. Now, think about any words other
people might use to describe you, and add these

to your notes in a different pen or pencil.

Now think about the things you are interested in or
passionate about and consider how these might link
to the words you've noted down to describe yourself.
For example, if you're an animal lover and you’re also
independent, you might describe yourself as a cat,
doing as you please. If you're a sports lover and you're
also competitive, you might describe yourself as the
away team manager, desperate for victory.

Use your thoughts to try and draft some verses of
your own. You might mix and match your interests,
like Joseph Coelho does in the original poem. When
you have some different verses, try to put them
together on the page, considering which order
works, and how to end the poem.
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