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Cobweb is a puppy with a gift for herding 
animals, blissfully unaware of the war 
raging in Europe. 

As the fighting with Napoleon draws to 
a close, Cobweb is sent to London to be 
a drover’s dog, witnessing the impact of 
the war and the consequences that come 
with the final victory. 

A dog’s-eye view of the world is firmly 
at the centre of this life-affirming tale, 
based on a true story and set in Britain  
in 1815. Powerful, moving and absorbing.

Cobweb
Sir Michael 
Morpurgo, 
illustrated by 
Michael Foreman

HarperCollins 
Children’s Books

Adventure
Animals
Historical
War

Novel

240 pages

Postman Planet is a hero. He delivers post 
to the scariest, most dangerous places in 
the galaxy – and he’s a 9-year-old boy. 
But now Postman Planet been forced 
to team up with Stamp, a part-robot 
part-dog, who is a stickler for the rules. 
Together, can they save the Planet of 
Fluffy (farting) Unicorns and defeat the 
Space Vikings? 

This is the first in a series of madcap 
adventures, featuring asides to the 
reader, lots of jokes and silliness, and 
many action-tastic illustrations. Brilliant!

Postman Planet
Ben Davis, 
illustrated by 
Yasmin Sheikh

Gallery Kids

Comedy
Action
Aliens
Space

Novel

160 pages

Best friends koalas Bob and Archie 
have recently learned that they have 
superpowers and are keen to embark  
on their first mission to save the world. 
Will they be able to stop supervillain  
Dr Colossus taking over Pawtonia?

A witty narrative, silly plot and  
larger-than-life characters will have 
junior readers hooked from the start. 
A map at the beginning of the book  
will help children to visualise the setting 
of Pawtonia, while the black-and-white 
illustrations throughout add extra 
humour and entertainment.

Koalas in 
Capes: The 
Zombie 
Chickens
Terrie Chilvers, 
illustrated by 
David O’Connell

Nosy Crow

Adventure
Animals
Funny
Superheroes

Novel

192 pages
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Young Will Shakespeare is bored  
of his dull life with his family in 
Stratford-upon-Avon, and is  
determined to become the greatest 
person-who-solves-crimes in the world. 
Therefore, when a bag of Henry VIII’s  
old toenails is stolen, Will and his best 
friend Tybalt embark on a quest to find 
the thief.

This rip-roaring Elizabethan adventure 
is bursting with revolting, hilarious 
escapades. Packed full of energetic 
drawings, historical facts also give 
readers a glimpse of what it may have 
been like to live in this era.

In this gloriously interactive book, readers 
find themselves embroiled in an intricate 
mystery involving a poisoned teacher  
in the build-up to the school talent show. 

As the school’s leading investigative 
journalist, the reader must make the right 
decisions to crack the case. There are 
heaps of clues to gather and characters 
to profile as readers explore the mystery, 
with plenty of divergent paths and 
avenues of investigation to pursue. 

Perfect for reluctant readers and fans  
of choose-your-own-adventure books.

Riley Wright is determined to blend in 
when she joins Heverton Junior School  
in Year 4: most of all, this means ensuring 
that no one finds out her dad is the new 
head teacher. 

Unfortunately, Riley’s plans are derailed 
on day one, and her embarrassment 
escalates when Dad announces in 
assembly that he’s running a talent 
contest.

Important topics are explored with a light 
touch in this wonderful diary style book, 
such as starting a new school, making 
friends and dealing with bullies. 

Will 
Shakespeare 
Mysteries:  
The Stinky 
Stolen Toenails
Kaz Penney, 
illustrated by 
Sammy Elgie

Andersen Press

Mystery
Funny
Historical

YOU vs The 
Poison Plot
Josh Hicks

Walker Books

Mystery
Choose your own 
adventure
Crime
School

Riley Wright is 
Always Wrong
Mel  
Taylor-Bessent, 
illustrated by  
Sr. Sanchez

Farshore

Everyday life
Friends 
Funny
School

Novel

256 pages

Novel

224 pages

Novel

160 pages
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Children sometimes need answers 
to truly important and fundamental 
questions like: what is inside a tennis ball? 
Why do we fart? Is zillion a real number? 

This book answers 100 curious questions 
just like these, each with a funny poem 
from the brilliant brain of Brian Bilston 
and a full-page illustration by Joe Berger.

The quirky facts and punchy puns on 
each spread would make this a great 
book to read aloud in classrooms 
whenever there is a free moment  
in the day. 

This book brings together a collection  
of 80 of John Agard’s poems for younger 
children, including classics such as  
‘I Din Do Nuttin’ and ‘Hurry-Hurry  
Mek Bad Curry’. 

Over the decades John Agard has 
brought sayings and words from the 
Caribbean Creole of Guyana, where  
he was born, into the classroom.  
He paved the way for a more inclusive 
world where everyone is welcome. 

A masterful collection of wonderful 
poems that every primary school  
and home should have on its shelves.

A Poem for 
Every Question
Brian Bilston, 
illustrated by  
Joe Berger

Red Shed

Poems
Facts 
Funny
Rhyme 

The Poetry 
World of John 
Agard
John Agard, 
illustrated by 
Shirley Hottier

Otter-Barry 
Books

Poems
Funny
Inclusive
Rhyme

Poetry

144 pages

Poetry

128 pages

Meet Kid Potato, who lives with Ollie  
the dog in stinky Chudland, famous  
for its doughnut hole factory and clown  
burial ground. 

This hilarious book contains five wacky 
stories, including a story about Kid 
Potato’s Gran battling an out-of-control 
robotic toilet.

The large-format text is accompanied 
throughout by boisterous black-and-white 
line drawings, which add humour and 
plenty of visual interest for children to 
explore. This riotous collection for junior 
readers is packed full of revolting humour, 
daft plots and outlandish characters.

Kid Potato
Neil Coslett

Hachette

Comedy
Adventure 
5 stories in 1

Novel

240 pages
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When shopkeeper Mr Norman’s head 
explodes, Sandy and his friend Arjan 
suspect that all the grown-ups have been 
replaced by robots. And Tony Toaster, 
the toast-obsessed owner of the factory 
Tony’s Toasters, seems very suspicious. 
The robots plan to take over! Can Sandy 
and Arjan evade robot whales, lasers,  
mountains of toast crumbs and puffin 
poo in order to save the town?

A very funny, action-packed story  
with plenty of lively illustrations.  
Ideal for confident readers.

Robots Stole  
My Mum!
Alex Kirk, 
illustrated by  
Tim Wesson

Puffin

Comedy
Funny
Adventure
Robots

Novel

256 pages

Illustration ©Ruthine Burton
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Age 10–11
Tom hoped that a break at a luxury ski 
chalet would mean getting some quality 
time with his mum, but all she has time 
for is work.

However, things take a dangerous turn 
when hijackers take over the chalet, 
kidnapping his mum and her boss Eric, 
and triggering an avalanche that traps 
them all at the top of a mountain.  
Tom and Eric’s daughter, Emily, must 
work together to save the day. 

An original and gripping tale of industrial 
espionage and deception.

Avalanche 
Simon Fox 

Nosy Crow 

Adventure
Thriller 
Crime 
Teamwork 

Novel

288 pages

Would you know what to do if there was  
a zombie horde on the streets? Or if  
an asteroid hit Earth? 

From purifying water and administering 
first aid to step-by-step instructions on 
battling beasts and defeating demons, 
this guide has all bases covered.

The text conveys a lot of humour with 
a modern voice and the illustrations by 
Victoria Stebleva are cool and cartoony 
– reminiscent of many popular video 
games. Perfect for reluctant readers, 
gamers and anyone who has thought 
about the apocalypse.

How To Survive 
an Apocalypse
Coby Coonradt 
and Cameron 
Hardy, illustrated 
by Victoria 
Stebleva

Neon Squid

Non-fiction
Facts
DisastersLarge colour  

non-fiction

48 pages

Nate Yu Riley is adopted. As he’s Chinese 
and his mums aren’t, they’ve tried to 
connect him with his heritage, but he’s 
not interested – until the day he sees 
a vision of a Chinese man, Jirou. Jirou 
worked for the British in the First World 
War. What will it take for Jirou to rest  
in peace?  

Exploring questions of identity, belonging 
and how history can be distorted, 
this is an engrossing, informative and 
entertaining story of friendship and 
reconciliation.

Nate Yu’s Blast 
from the Past 
Maisie Chan 

Piccadilly Press 

Coming-of-age
War 
Family 
Historical 

Novel

256 pages
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Newt Hawkin is thrilled to be part of the 
Holomonster Youth Development Squad. 
But when the holograms of monsters 
seem a bit too real, Newt and his new 
friends investigate what’s really going on.

This action-packed adventure contains 
much to enthral a reader – thrills, fierce 
competition between teams, and wildly 
fantastical monsters. There’s a familiarity 
for anyone who’s played Digimon or 
with Pokémon cards, and the themes 
of bullying, friendship and doing what’s 
right are explored in a sensitive manner.

Holomonsters
Lee Newbery, 
illustrated by 
Alessandro 
D’Urso

Puffin

Adventure
Gaming
Teamwork

Novel

352 pages

In Margot’s world, the trees record every 
word you say. There are drones watching 
every move you make. But don’t worry, 
these things are in place to keep you safe. 

Unfortunately, Margot wants to make 
her own decisions. And so she gets taken 
away by the Custodians and put in a 
special facility for ‘correction’. Will she 
ever escape?

This sinister, chilling snapshot of 
life under an authoritarian regime 
is brilliantly constructed and asks 
important questions about democracy 
and freedom of speech. 

The Ministry  
of Manners
David Solomons, 
illustrated by 
Hazem Asif

Piccadilly Press

Sci-fi
Government

Novel

272 pages

Herman has a broken wing, Pidge is 
terrified of flying and Beaky has a twisted 
beak that makes eating difficult. 

Unable to compete with the healthy 
birds, they’re hungry and helpless, slowly 
starving to death. But then Herman tells 
the others about Dump: a magical place 
containing all the food you can eat.

There’s gentle humour in this absorbing 
tale of three imperfect, mismatched 
companions. A special book that tackles 
themes of disability, love, hope and 
determination. 

Birdlands 
Anthony 
McGowan 

Rock the Boat 

Adventure
Animals 
Disability 
Bullying 

Novel 
208 pages
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In ancient Greece, it’s 12-year-old 
Medusa’s job to guard the goddess 
Athena’s precious shield. But when  
a series of dramatic events mean that 
Athena’s shield is lost to the 21st century, 
Medusa is tasked with finding it.

Therefore, it’s off to secondary school 
for ‘Meddy G’. But how can an ‘ordinary’ 
schoolgirl steal a shield while avoiding 
detention? Written in diary format, with 
lots of brilliant drawings and doodles,  
this is a very funny story.

Perfect for fans of the Loki series.

Margot, Wesley and Josephine have the 
perfect weekend planned for the end of 
the summer holidays before they begin 
secondary school. They’re staying in West 
London with Margot’s mum and her new 
boyfriend Teddy and can’t wait to attend 
Notting Hill Carnival. But, when Teddy is 
found dead, the group of friends set out 
to investigate.

As with her other work, Jackson’s 
storytelling shines with authenticity, 
capturing the sights, sounds and 
complexities of the urban setting  
in a way that feels real and exhilarating.

Medusa 
Gorgon’s  
Bad Hair Day 
Bethany Walker, 
illustrated by 
Katie Abey 

Scholastic 

Comedy
School
Myths and 
legends 
Ancient 
civilisations 

The Street  
Art Mystery 
Sharna Jackson 

Puffin 

Mystery 
Contemporary
Crime 
London 

Novel

288 pages

Novel

304 pages

The Jindari Empire is a peaceful land 
filled of magic and wonder. But in the 
Fortress of Shadow, at the edge of  
The Great Void, a dark force grows  
in strength.

The Queen of Shadows and her evil 
forces scheme and plan, intent on 
destruction and chaos. And when the 
forces of Shadow assassinate the ruler of 
Hightown and his sons, it’s up to his last 
remaining heir, Scarlett Thawn, to defeat 
the darkness and claim her legacy. 

A great action-adventure graphic novel, 
perfect for reluctant readers.

Legacy: The 
Shadow Rises 
Tom Fickling 
and Will Fickling, 
illustrated by Zak 
Simmonds-Hurn 

David Fickling 
Books 

Adventure
Fantasy 
Adventure 
Action 

Graphic novel 

224 pages 
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Meet Finn N. O. Hope – a boy who just 
wants to survive the chaos that is Year 7, 
but who seems to attract embarrassment 
at every turn.

Add in pranks, mortifying mishaps  
and a stray dog who might become the 
ultimate sidekick, and Finn’s first year  
of secondary school will truly be one  
to remember. 

Finn’s Epic Fails is fast-paced, hilarious 
and full of personality, representing the 
highs and lows of school in a fun and 
ultimately positive way. Superb! 

Bímbola Blake (Bím) is 11 and just starting 
secondary school. She writes a blog 
called Bím Blake’s Hot Takes, which forms 
part of the book along with affirmations 
and entries from her personal journal, 
plus text messages to her best friends.  

The story includes themes of loss, as 
Bím’s mum died of cancer a couple of 
years ago. However, the main themes  
are ones relevant to tweens: love, lies, 
farcical mix-ups and secrets from all 
sides. Funny and charming: Bím is a  
great new character. 

Finn’s Epic Fails 
Phil Earle, 
illustrated by  
Al Murphy 

Simon & Schuster 
Children’s Books 

Everyday life
Funny 
School 
Friendship 

Bím Blake’s 
Hot Takes: My 
Pencil Case 
Doesn’t Define 
Me 
Tọlá Okogwu, 
illustrated by 
Ariyana Taylor 

Puffin 

Everyday life
Funny 
Diary 
Friendship 

Novel

272 pages

Novel

304 pages

Have you ever wondered what happens 
when you send a message, use  
a search engine or ask AI a question? 
This non-fiction book makes modern  
tech easy to understand, breaking big 
ideas into bite-sized chunks that are 
genuinely interesting. 

With clear explanations, relatable 
examples, friendly illustrations and plenty 
of surprising facts, this book brings the 
digital world to life for readers. It will 
spark curiosity and encourage children 
to keep exploring and questioning the 
technology that has become a part of 
everyday life.

From AI to Wi-Fi
Craig Steele, 
illustrated  
by Terry Po

Templar

Non-fiction
Technology
Computing
Future

Large colour  
non-fiction

64 pages
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Jax and Jovi live in Moonhaven, where 
werewolves are real, although they 
haven’t been seen for many years. Their 
parents are scientists who are working on 
secret research into the werewolf gene – 
but they haven’t been home for months.  

When werewolf attacks begin, Jax and 
Jovi and their friends battle the monsters 
and the sinister security force known as 
the Nighthawks.

A thrilling tale for reluctant readers 
with an ending that will leave readers 
desperate for book two in the duology.

At the heart of an impenetrable, deadly 
labyrinth lies the Avenir, a treasure that 
allows people to see the future.

Like many children before him,  
12-year-old Drew is taking on the maze to 
seek the prize, and his missing sister Evie. 

This is a fantastic, fast-paced  
adventure that throws readers into 
the action from the very first chapter. 
The high-octane pace is maintained 
throughout as Drew negotiates physical, 
logical and psychological challenges. 
There are also opportunities for readers 
to solve puzzles alongside the characters. 

In the year 3897, nature has been 
forgotten, success is prized, and 
difference is rejected. 

Eleven-year-old Astrifer possesses a 
uniquely wired brain which makes her 
feel different to everyone else. When the 
Work Path Allocation Ceremony assigns 
her to a career in a sock factory, Astrifer 
is welcomed into a ‘different’ community  
of brave and accepting friends – and 
soon realises there’s nowhere else she’d 
rather be.

This is an enthralling read with 
a delightful cast of disabled and 
neurodivergent characters. A unique  
sci-fi adventure.

The Moonhaven 
Chronicles:  
The Last Wolf 
Rob Biddulph 

Macmillan 
Children’s Books 

Fantasy
Mystery 
Adventure 

How to Steal  
the Future 
Christopher Edge,  
illustrated by 
Pete Lloyd 

Macmillan 
Children’s Books 

Adventure
Fantasy 
Interactive

The Starlight 
Rebel 
Lisette Auton 

Puffin 

Fantasy
Sci-fi 
Neurodivergence 
Disability 

Novel

272 pages

Novel

208 pages

Novel

336 pages
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Pip’s favourite time of year is Swanfall, 
when the Arctic swans return to their 
nesting ground near Pip’s house. But he’s 
full of concern when one of his favourite 
swans, Moonshadow, doesn’t return. 

Meanwhile, Pip discovers an old  
leather-bound book in the mobile library, 
and is intrigued to find an ancient letter 
and a swan feather hidden between  
the pages. 

Inspired by Irish folklore, this enthralling 
tale is beautifully written and will send 
shivers down the spine of even the 
bravest of readers.

Swanfall
Sophie Kirtley

Bloomsbury 
Children’s Books

Ghost story
Birds
Folklore

Novel

320 pages

At the beach one day, Corrine’s amazed 
to pick up a pretty shell and find a tiny 
person inside! Kauri belongs to the 
Democonch people, and she and her 
family have been separated because 
something is poisoning the sea.

Can Corrine and her cousin Anthony 
reunite Kauri with her Democonch family 
by solving a mysterious series of riddles?

With echoes of The Borrowers, and 
a strong environmental message, 
this warm, sunny fantasy adventure 
celebrates diversity, tolerance and 
respect for the natural world.

The Shell 
Keepers
Truly Johnston

Chicken House

Fantasy
Dual narrative
Environment
Family

Novel

304 pages

Mina lives in Temstown, where there 
hasn’t been a vampire for 20 years.  
While digging up a body for medical 
research, Mina finds the body has 
seemingly busted out of the grave:  
it looks like vampires might be back. 

Can Mina, Bella and Mina’s sister Buffy 
find a way to heal vampires instead of 
culling them? 

This deliciously gothic adventure is the 
first in a new series from the queen of 
historical fiction, Emma Carroll. Spooky, 
thrilling and immensely readable. 

Dracula & 
Daughters
Emma Carroll

Faber & Faber

Ghost story
Adventure
Mystery
Friends

Novel

320 pages
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Hotel Marvelo: the ideal getaway for 
magical beings looking to escape the 
stresses and strains of everyday life! No 
magic can operate on its luxury premises 
so it’s the best place to relax and unwind 
in complete safety. 

That is, until the wizard Henry Gravelaxe 
is discovered dead in the spa. 

With guests including a griffin, a banshee 
and a two-headed dog, the suspect list in 
this magical ‘cosy crime’ tale is unusual 
and very entertaining. A unique and 
engaging whodunnit.

This poetry collection is ‘for your mind’: 
not only are all sorts of emotions 
explored, but so is the concept that your 
mind might not always be an easy place 
to be. And, importantly, playful poetic 
forms, pleasing rhymes and ‘stretch 
vocabulary’ will entertain and even 
challenge your mind. 

Throughout, Joshua Seigal doesn’t shy 
away from ‘difficult words’, stretching 
the reader’s knowledge in an interesting 
way. Plus, there is a lot of wordplay and 
humour, as well as more moving poems.

This is the true story of dancer, actress 
and war hero Josephine Baker. 

Born into a life of poverty and 
segregation in 1906, she went on to 
become one of the biggest Black stars 
of the time. Josephine aided the French 
Resistance during the Second World War 
and became involved in the American 
Civil Rights movement, before her death 
in 1975. 

Catherine Johnson brings Josephine’s 
incredible story to life, and difficult 
themes of racism and abuse are 
approached in an age-appropriate 
manner.

Murder at Hotel 
Marvelo
Ruth Lauren, 
illustrated by 
Federica Fenna

Piccadilly Press

Mystery
Crime
Magical
Neurodivergence

I Tell Myself 
I’m Awesome: 
Poems For  
Your Mind
Joshua Seigal, 
illustrated by 
Chris Piascik

Bloomsbury 
Education

Poetry
Language
Mental health

Dance of 
Resistance: 
The Josephine 
Baker Story
Catherine 
Johnson, 
illustrated by 
Katie Hickey

Barrington Stoke

Non-fiction
Dance
Historical

Novel

272 pages

Poetry

112 pages

Dyslexia-friendly 
chapter book

128 pages
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Caiden and Sam are helping Caiden’s 
dad clear a house after an old lady  
died there. 

Yet when the friends are sorting through 
everything – old weapons and weird 
animal heads – they realise they’ve 
brought something evil back with them. 

Can they solve the mystery – and work 
out how to stop the evil presence hunting 
them?

Killick builds the tension masterfully 
in this short story, creating a creepy 
atmosphere from the start. A satisfyingly 
chilling read from the queen of horror!

Demon Hunters: 
Soul Feeder
Jennifer Killick, 
illustrated by 
Marina Vidal

Barrington Stoke

Thriller
Horror
Friendship

Dyslexia-friendly 
chapter book

104 pages

Eleven-year-old Zubair has six older 
brothers, known as the Six. But ever since 
his dad crashed his taxi and has been 
unable to work, Zubair’s parents argue  
a lot. 

When Zubair’s gran arrives from Pakistan 
to help out, she gives him a mysterious 
amulet, and Zubair discovers that being 
the seventh son means that he has the 
power to time travel. Can he use his new 
skill to go back in time and help fix his 
family?

A funny, exciting, moving story that  
many readers may relate to.

The Night I 
Borrowed Time
Iqbal Hussain

Puffin

Sci-fi
Time travel
Historical 
Family

Novel

304 pages

When Jamaal suddenly develops super 
strength and speed – and his friend Myla 
is kidnapped – he’s plunged into a secret 
organisation called PHANTOM. 

The PHANTOM agents reveal to Jamaal 
that soldiers are chasing him, and tell him 
about his parents, who he never knew. 
Can Jamaal help PHANTOM fight  
a sinister villain – and rescue Myla?

Readers will love the twisty plot in 
this gripping thriller, while the strong 
relationship between Jamaal and his 
foster mother adds warmth to the 
characterisation.

Jamaal Target: 
Phantom Agent
Isaac Hamilton-
McKenzie

Puffin

Thriller
Action
Spies
Superpowers

Novel

336 pages
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When Evie and her friend Arthur decide 
that they want to attend the Myal,  
a magical ceremony held on the beach  
in Jamaica, they’re forbidden to go. 

Yet when the ceremony summons evil 
spirits, Evie and Arthur have to run for 
their lives. What follows is a thrilling 
adventure to defeat the Blackheart Man 
and his evil plan to steal the island’s 
magic. 

There’s plenty of high-stakes action  
in this enchanting book, with original, 
three-dimensional characters and a  
lot of heart.

Spirit Warriors
Ashley Thorpe, 
illustrated by 
Gashwayne 
Hudson

Usborne

Thriller
Magic
Family

Novel

320 pages

William and his adoptive dad, Ted, have 
always been close. But when new girl 
Florence’s dad, Ross, starts dating Ted, 
both children form an uneasy alliance  
to sabotage the budding romance.

Eagleton captures William’s wonderful 
creative energy and imagination, 
alongside the sensory pressures and 
anxiety he experiences because of his 
ADHD and autism. 

With warm support from friends, family 
and teachers, this story offers heartfelt 
affirmation around LGBTQIA+ identities, 
neurodivergence, adoption and blended 
families. A beautifully sensitive and 
heartwarming book.

The Dad Trap
Ian Eagleton

Scholastic

Everyday life
Families
LGBTQIA+
Neurodivergence

Novel

384 pages

Illustration ©Ruthine Burton
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The Uninvited
Ross MacKenzie

Pearl Beach
Beth Steiner 

Riverskin
Mike Edwards

New You For Ever
Steve Cole,  
illustrated by  
Chris King

Domain
Rohan Gavin

Running My  
Own Race
Abena Eyeson

Big Words
Luke Palmer

The Overthinkers’ 
Club: Happy List
Nat Luurtsema, 
illustrated by  
Cécile Dormeau 

Nature is  
the Answer
Chris Packham, 
illustrated by  
Conor Nolan 

My Soul  
a Shining Tree
Jamila Gavin

The Blitz Sisters
Judith Eagle

Boy vs Reality
James Fox

What’s next?
Looking for even more books that advanced readers will love?  
Here are some suggestions!

Age 11+



BookTrust research
Research is at the heart of BookTrust’s work. All our learning activities, ranging 
from in-depth primary research to collaborations with academic institutions, 
contribute to understanding and measuring what works to get children and  
families reading.

This research underpins the support that we offer to primary schools, such as 
Bookbuzz Primary, BookTrust Represents and resources like our guide to starting 
school and the Great Books Guide. 

To find out more, visit booktrust.org.uk/research

Webinar series
BookTrust also run free termly webinars for primary school staff which includes 
practical tips and the latest research to help get pupils reading. 

View our past webinars at booktrust.org.uk/primary-school-webinars

Sign up to our newsletter to hear 
more about our webinars and 
research.



Help families keep sharing stories as children 
start Reception
BookTrust research shows children’s enjoyment of reading can dip sharply 
when they start school, at the same time as families begin focusing on phonics. 

We’ve teamed up with Wandle English Hub to create Sharing Stories at Home, 
helping you run inspiring workshops for parents and carers that highlight the 
joy of reading together alongside the process of learning to read. 

• Free to use, including a workshop template, videos, and information 
sheets for families

• Developed with families and tested in schools
• Focused on celebrating reading for pleasure alongside learning to read

Scan to 
access the 
free resources

Designed to complement phonics teaching, these resources are:
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BookTrust research shows children’s enjoyment of reading can dip sharply 
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Charity number: 313343

Find out more at:  
booktrust.org.uk/bookbuzz-primary-gbg

Use Bookbuzz Primary to 
inspire Key Stage 2 pupils 
to read for pleasure 

Just  
£3.65  
per child 

• A book for each pupil to choose and keep 
• Expert-selected diverse and inclusive titles   
• High quality grab-and-go resources  

“It widens the  
children’s views 
of the world  
of reading” 
Year 3 Teacher



Bring diverse and inclusive authors, illustrators and 
books into your school with BookTrust Represents

• Virtual event in your own classroom
• Interactive sessions with authors and illustrators of colour
• Free to participate

Authors for 2026/27 academic year:

Isaac 
Hamilton-McKenzie

Rashmi Sirdeshpande Luan Goldie

Love Ssega Kengo Kurimoto Lui Sit (Scarlett Li)

Enter the ‘Spread the Story’ competition for the chance  
to win a £3,000 library of inclusive books, an in-person 
author visit, and more! 
Scan the code or visit booktrust.org.uk/represents

Win £3,000 worth of prizes!



2026-2028

Author of Orangeboy, Needle, The Elemental Detectives, People Like 
Stars and many more, and I am the brand-new Waterstones Children’s 
Laureate for 2026-2028!

During my time as laureate, I want to champion the power of books to 
connect us and make us feel like we belong. I have written for children 
and young people of all ages and witnessed how my books prompt 
discussion about tough subjects such as grief, family imprisonment, 
different types of families, prejudice, poverty and colonial history. I know 
that stories enable isolated children and young people to feel seen, 
understood and most importantly, valued.

Stories help readers explore unfamiliar subjects safely with space to 
pause and reflect on complex emotions. And just as importantly, reading 
helps us understand each other’s stories.

To find out more about the Children’s Laureate, visit  
booktrust.org.uk/childrenslaureate

Follow BookTrust for more updates.

Hello!Hello!
I’m Patrice Lawrence MBE,
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